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The Compass 
For the eighth consecutive year, we 

welcomed back a group of university 

students from Concordia University 

College of Alberta.  This year we had the 

privilege of training, supporting, and 

sending out 20 young adults.  This larger 

group was broken down into four 

smaller teams and sent four different 

directions: Ahousat, Bella Bella, 

Ehattesaht/Zeballos, and Klemtu. 

These teams went prepared with 

ƎŀƳŜǎΣ Řŀƛƭȅ YƛŘΩǎ /ƭǳō ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ ǘƻƴǎ 

of energy and a passion to make new 

friends and share the love of God 

through their actions, words, and deeds. 

For you to get a better taste of what the 

experience was like, we asked Jessica 

Pixner, to share her mission experience 

and how it impacted her and those 

around her. 

 άI've done mission trips to 

Honduras and Nicaragua throughout 

high school and never really participated 

in Concordia's mission trip to B.C. before 

this year.  I always kind of thought, 

"Well I need a break from everything 

over reading week so I wouldn't be 

stressed out coming back to 

school."  But I thought, "I miss missions" 

and when you're doing God's work for 

the right reasons, everything else will 

fall into place.   

 Clearly it was in God's plan for 

me to go on the mission trip and direct it 

because I got the job as Missions & 

Service Director at Concordia University 

and was blessed with some amazing 

team members and leaders who helped 

me in planning both physically and 

spiritually for the trip  They all worked so 

hard with me in fundraising and 

planning the curriculum.  They were all 

very willing to help me out if I needed 

anything.   

 Going to Ahousaht was such a 

great experience for me.  I had never 

been to a First Nations community 

before, so I was quite excited to go and 

get a feel for the culture.  Some of my 

favourite parts of the trip were going to 

the elementary school and working with 

the preschoolers.       

 Another part that I really enjoyed 

was the musical ministry we did with the 

residents of the community.  We sang at 

one lady's house with her and 4 other 

family members. We just worshipped by 

singing our hearts out for a few hours 

along with them sharing some of their 

life stories with us.  It felt so good to 

know that they trusted us as a team 

enough to share personal stories and 

talk about their past with us.   

 I never imagined how life 

changing a mission trip within our own 

country could be and how much a sense 

of community existed among my team 

as well as in Ahousaht.  I grew so much 

in my faith, as a person and in my 

personal relationships with my 

teammates and with those in the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦά 

Thank you to Ahousat, Bella Bella, 

Ehattesaht/Zeballos, and Klemtu for 

letting us be a part of your communities 

for that week and the amazing time we 

ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΗ 
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Outreach Worker Update - Rhonda Kelman 
Last November, I found out that I would 
need to return to Concordia University 
in Edmonton, AB in January of 2010 if I 
wanted to finish my Education degree 
without retaking courses I had taken a 
couple years previously. Because of this, 
I decided to take a four month leave of 
absence from the BC Mission Boat Soci-
ety to return to university.  
 

This semester has been really busy with 
all my classes and finals in a nine week 
period and starting a four week teaching 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎǳƳΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛπ
cum, I am student teaching in a Grade 5 
classroom in an Edmonton inner city 
school. With my practicum nearly com-
pleted I will return to the classroom as a 
student until April 19. When this I all 
completed I will be driving back out to 
Parksville, BC to continue my work as 
the Outreach Worker for the BC Mission 
Boat Society until the end of August.       

I will then be returning to Concordia 
University for one more year and will be 
graduating with my teaching degree in 
April 2011! 
 

Through this whole process, I really feel 

like God is leading me to come back and 

teach somewhere along the coast after I 

graduate. Sometimes it is challenging 

not knowing really what is going to hap-

pen in the future.  God has reminded 

me to continue to listen to Him and that 

He will use me, to share His love, no 

matter where I am.  I am so excited to 

be coming back to the west coast soon!  

I am also excited for all that God has in 

store this summer for the BC Mission 

Boat Society and me! 

Thank you for your continued prayers 

and support! 

Kathy has had a memorable year; she has experienced 
DƻŘΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
as she travelled with her children, family and friends.   
We thank our Lord for blessing her with the ability to 
have had this cherished time with loved ones and we 
ask that He continues to bless her in the battle with 
cancer. 
 

Kathy has been experiencing a lot of pain since 
Christmas time, and the reason for this is that the 
cancer has caused several lesions in her body.  She 
currently has them on her spine, skull, both hips, and 
knee.  She will have radiation treatment in April to help 
relieve the pain the lesions cause. 
 

This difficult journey has also recently confirmed that 
she is no longer in remission; blood tests in early March 
have revealed this.  Decisions will be made after Easter 
as to the next steps in treatment.   
 

Words from Kathy, άtǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ 
for strength in body and faith, for peace, patience and 
for guidance to the doctors and medical professionals 
ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦέ 

 Kathy Bender: Update and Prayer Request - Tammy Koebernick 

Join us on one of our  
mission trips this summer!  


